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NAS Alameda Restoration Advisory Board

_.... Meeting Minutes

Miller Elementary School

250 Singleton Avenue
Alameda, California

Tuesday, November i, 1994

Attendees

See attached list.

Meeting Summary

I. Introductory Statements

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

LCDR Petouhoff moved that the revised meeting summary of

October 4, 1994 RAB be approved.

II. Environmental Baseline Survey (EBS) - Residential

LCDR Petouhoff provided a brief summary of the EBS. Phase I
includes, but is not limited to, comprehensive assessment of

historical usage, chain of deed custody, and analysis of aerial

_...... photos. Phase II focuses on specific parcels and evaluates the

need for additional sampling.

At NAS Alameda Phase I has been completed and phase II will

begin at the family housing area on the east side of the base and
move west°

LCDR Petouhoff briefly discussed the existence of a former

oil refinery at NAS Alameda and possible impacts the refinery may

have had at the housing area. Based on reports from a Fleet

Industrial Supply Center (FISC) Oakland investigation, a

phenomenon called marsh crust has been identified. Residual

petroleum products have been detected in the marsh crust at the

site. The former oil refinery may have been the source of the

petroleum compounds found in the marsh crust. He described

channels that may have acted as preferential pathways.

The presence of Benzene is a primary concern when petroleum

products are encountered. Soil vapor analysis can provide an

effective means of checking for possible human exposure pathways

for underground contaminants. By conducting the EBS, the Navy

will look at the potential existence of soil vapors, particularly

with respect to the Miller School and residential housing areas.

Soil vapor testing was conducted around the school perimeter



in 1989 and in the north housing area in 1990. No benzene vapors
\..... were detected near the school. Low levels of benzene vapor

samples from the housing areas were less than half the level of

ambient air levels elsewhere in the Bay Area.

The EBS will also address pesticide usage. There are no

records showing that any pesticides that are currently banned
have been used at NAS Alameda since 1988. LCDR Petouhoff stated

that the Navy will conduct confirmatory sampling tests, to assess

the possibility of pesticide application prior to 1988.

Dr. Sophia Serda, U.S. EPA, explained the health effects of
benzene. Benzene can cause cancer and leukemia. The 1990 risk

assessment conducted at NAS Alameda focused on migration of

benzene vapors. Dir Serda indicated that she had performed an
independent review of the data collected and that she had

constructed a conceptual site model. Dr. Serda offered to share

the conceptual site model with any interested parties.

An attendee asked if there are any long-term studies

associated with exposure to benzene vapors in the area. LCDR
Petouhoff stated that air assessments were conducted in 1988 and

1990, there were only two areas where benzene was found, one at

Monterey Circle and one at Kohlman Circle. Further testing will
be conducted to confirm the source.

_ _ Another attendee asked if the documents pertaining to the
air testing were available in the information repositorY. LCDR

Petouhoff stated that the documents were produced by the Fleet
Industrial Supply Center, Oakland (FISC), but that they will be

placed in the repository as soon as possible.

Lyn Stirewalt asked if there were any additional phases of
cleanup that had not been announced to the RAB. LCDR Petouhoff

referred to the BRAC Cleanup Plan (BCP) and the schedule of all

cleanup activities which is contained in the BCP.

James Ricks commented that there are two separate

investigations underway; one at FISC Oakland - Alameda Annex; and
the second at NAS Alameda.

Roberta Hough asked if the people whose houses were found to

have benzene vapors present were advised of the air sampling

results. LCDR Petouhoff stated that he did not know, since the

sampling occurred under a different program, but that he would

find out the answer to the question.

Ron Basarich asked if the benzene residuals from the

refinery are migratory. LCDR Petouhoff stated that the "marsh

crust" is not currently mobile. However, planned sampling

efforts will look at any potential for migration.



Lyn Stirewalt asked about the thickness of the marsh crust

•....... deposits. LCDR Petouhoff described the marsh crust as varying
from 2 inches to 2 feet.

Bill Smith asked if potential transfer recipients will

accept the deed restrictions or the condition of the property.

LCDR Petouhoff indicated that the Navy is coordinating with reuse
entities and with real estate lenders.

In response to a question about the timetable for soil gas

sampling, LCDR Petouhoff replied that soil gas sampling from the

crawlspace at the school is planned for November 9, 1994.

IV. Sherri Withrow, environmental community relations specialist

at NAS Alameda, provided members with a listing of documents

which have been placed in the library since the last RAB. She

also stated that the telephone voice mail system and document
reproduction contracts will be activitated soon. Ms. Withrow

also announced that the Community Relations Plan (CRP) is due to

be updated and introduced Ms. Stacey Lupton of PRC Environmental.

Ms. Lupton described the process of updating the Community

Relations Plan. PRC will conduct roughly 20 interviews of

community stakeholders. The purpose of the interviews is to

identify community concerns and to determine how to best provide

the community with information. Ms. Lupton indicated that RAB

members interested in being interviewed for the CRP update should
call Sherri Withrow.

Teresa Bernhard provided a brief update of activities at
Site 15. The Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) has

been finalized. Work plans for the removal action are in

progress. Soil washing will be conducted using surfactants to

remove lead and PCBs. The technology is to be applied by a firm

called BioGenesis. The EPA Superfund Innovative Technology

Evaluation (SITE) program will be involved to ensure

effectiveness of the program. The Navy contractor will begin in

December 1994. Completion is anticipated in July 1995. The Navy

plans to hold a visitor day in early 1995.

Kathy Teller announced that the BRAC Cleanup Team is meeting

tomorrow to discuss parcel evaluation plans. It was requested

that a calendar be generated and distributed regarding meetings
of interest to RAB members, the calendar to be updated

periodically.

III. Focus Group Updates

Natural Resources - Roberta Hough announced that minutes from the

natural resources symposium are available, and said to see her if

you would like a copy. She also mentioned that the Navy is still

..... soliciting comments on the ecological assessment.
3"



Organizational - Pam McCallum is gathering suggestions for the
...........next Organizational Focus Group meeting agenda.

Early Action - Chris Bacina reported that the Early Action Focus

Group has had two meetings. A summary is attached for the

meeting held on October ii, 1994. At a meeting held on October
28, 1994, the group met with LCDR Petouhoff to discuss the

remedial action matrix and budget information. The next meeting

is planned for November 15, 1994. Mr. Bacina suggested that
focus group meetings be summarized in the RAB Blab rather than

take time at the monthly RAB meeting.

Reuse - Ron Basarich reported that the Reuse Focus Group is not
well organized yet. Members need to communicate with various

groups who are currently working on reuse. A meeting to discuss

the restoration and reuse of NAS Alameda will be held in the City

Council Chamber at 5:30 p.m. on November 2, 1994.

IV. Concluding Remarks

Karen Hack raised a concern that there were very few

community members and school parents present at the November i,

1994 meeting, and she felt notification may not have been
adequate. LCDR Petouhoff indicated that the primary purpose of

the November 1 meeting was to inform RAB members. Residents of

housing were notified separately with a fact sheet which had a

cover letter mentioning the regularly scheduled RAB meeting
discussion. A separate presentation was done earlier lto the

Miller Elementary Faculty. The Navy is also working through the

Navy housing office which runs the residential housing area to
notify residents of sampling.

The November i, 1994 RAB meeting concluded at approximately
9:25 p.m.

The next RAB meeting will be held on December 6, 1994, at

7:00 p.m. The location will be at Miller Elementary School
auditorium.
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Naval Air Station, Alameda

• _ Restoration Advisory Board

Attendance of November i, 1994

RAB Members

Navy/Requlatory

LCDR Mike Petouhoff RAB Navy Co-Chair

Tom Lanphar California DTSC
James Ricks U.S. EPA

Jim Haas U.S. Fish and Wildlife

CommunityMembers

Kathy Teller RAB Community Co-Chair

Chris Bacina RAB Member - Early Action FG
Ron Basarich RAB Member - Reuse FG

Saul Bloom .i RAB Member

Ardella Dailey RAB Member
Ed Dankworth RAB Member

John Healy RAB Member

Roberta Hough RAB Member - Natural Resources FG
Richard King RAB Member

Pamela McCallum RAB Member - Organizational FG

Malcolm Mooney RAB Member

Bert Morgan RAB Member

........_..... John Raphael RAB Member
Kent Rosenblum RAB Member :

Bill Smith RAB Member

Corrine Stefanick RAB Member - Community Outreach FG

Lyn Stirewalt RAB Member

Michael Torrey RAB Member

Other Attendees

Eva Cross Community
Dianne Behm New Resident

Clyde Serdack Community
Jeanne Johnston Miller School Teacher

Susan Withrow Community

Frances Withrow Community

John Bird Community
Karen Hack ARC

Ron Owens DTSC

Chein Kao DTSC

Dorothy Wilson U.S. EPA

Sophia Serda U.S. EPA

Stacey Lupton PRC
Duane Balch PRC

Susan Willoghby PRC
Neal Hutchinson PRC



NAS Alameda - November i, 1994

...... RAB meetinq attendance list Ccontinued)

Other attendees (cont.)

Dan Shafer PRC

Steve Campbell VERSAR/PRC (FISCO)
Ken Leung Montgomery Watson

Timothy Ault IT Corp.

Dan Baden IT Corp.

Tom Okey Conservation Science Inst.
Teresa Bernhard NAS Env.

John Headlee NAS Env.

Ann Klimek NAS Env.

Cindy Flemming COMNAVBASE S.F.

David Haase Navy Base Transition Office
William Fetherston NADEP

William Nelson i ATSDR

Gwen Eng ATSDR
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